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SC stays ‘arbitrary’ Waqt

changes, but upholds Act

Court says judgment based on only a prima facie consideration of the 2025 law, its observations

will not prevent parties from making future submissions about the validity of provisions in the Act

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday struck
a balance by stay-

ing crucial portions of the
Wagf (Amendment) Act,
2025, which it found “pri-
ma facie arbitrary” while
refusing to freeze the law
in its entirety.

In a judgment on a plea
for a interim stay of the
law, a Bench of Chief Jus-
tice of India B.R. Gavai and
Justice A.G. Masih rea-
soned that parliamentary

Odisha Civil Service Examination

Yes and no

® ‘Prima facie
arbitrary’: The
lack of a basic
mechanism

to ascertain
whether the
person has
been practising
Islam for at
least five
years, which is
requirement to
create a waqgf

® ‘Totally unconstitutional’: Section 3C proviso

that a Wagf loses its character immediately upon
doubt of being government property, before inquiry
completion; allowing the designated officer and State
gavernment to unilaterally alter revenue and Wagf
Board records, respectively, changing the status of a
Waqf property into a government property

—

= ‘Mandatory registration’:
The court rejected arguments
[ = against the mandatory

w registration of Wagqfs
prospectively

BENE VR |

A

Alook at some of the key features of the Supreme Court ruling
on the Waqf (Amendment) Act

® ‘Protected monument’
status: The argument
that Waqf property loses
its status if notified as a
‘protected monument’
was termed a *fallacy’

m Tribal community
donations: It addressed
concerns about
restricting tribal Muslims
from donating land as
Wagfs, over the potential
threat to cultural

= minorities
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legislation was natural]-f..r
presumed to be constitu-
tional as the lawmakers
would only have the pu-
blic’s best interests in
mind, so much so that
even discrimination woven
into the statute would be
based on  adequate
grounds.

However, this reasoning
did not stop the court from
staying key provisions of
the 2025 Act, including the
one which required a per-
son intending to create a
Wagf to prove that he had
been practising Islam for
five years.

The court clarified that
the judgment was based on
a prima facie consideration
of the 2025 law.

The observations in the

Govt., Opposition welcome order

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju
on Monday welcomed the
Supreme Court’s judgment
on the Wagf (Amendment)
Act 2025.

“I believe that whatever
the apex court has ruled is
a very good sign for our

democracy,” he said. Mr.
Rijiju, however, added that
all the provisions included
in the Act were beneficial
to the Muslim community.
The Opposition claimed
victory over the order, and
said that it was a
vindication of its stand on
a law that was “blatantly
unconstitutional” and

designed to target a
particular community.
Had the government paid
heed to the Opposition’s
views, the leaders said,
they would have been
spared this
embarrassment.

FULL REPORTS ON
» PAGE 13

judgment would not pre-
vent parties from making
future submissions about
the validity of provisions in
the Act.

The court said there was
nothing wrong in requiring

Odisha Civil Service Examination

a person to prove that he
had been practising the
faith for at least five years,
considering that Wagf en-
dowments were misused
as a “clever device to tie up
property in order to defeat

A
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A
>

A

creditors and generally to

evade the law under the
cloak of a plausible dedica-
tion to the Almighty”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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Amid an export
surge, trade deficit
comes down by 54%

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s trade deficit con-
tracted by more than 54%
to $9.9 billion in August,
driven by a surge in mer-
chandise exports, a conti-
nued strong performance
in services exports, and a
significant reduction in
merchandise imports.

The trade deficit stood
at $21.7 billion in August
last year. The data released
by the Commerce and In-
dustry Ministry showed
that exports to the U.S. in-
creased to about $6.86 bil-
lion in August 2025, from
$6.7 billion in August last
year. This is despite the
25% tariffs imposed on In-
dian exports to the U.S. for
most of that month, and
50% for a few days at the
month-end.

Exports surge

India’s total exports
increased to $69.2 bnin
August 2025, up 9.3% over
its level in August last year
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& INDUSTRY

lion in August last year, a
growth of 6.7%. Services
exports increased to $34.1
billion in August 2025,
compared with $30.4 bil-
lion in August last year.

On the import side, In-
dia’s total imports fell to
$79 billion in August 2025,

“Despite the global un-
certainties and the trade
policy uncertainties, In-
dia’s exporters have done
extremely well,” Com-
merce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal said at a press
meet. “It shows that the
policies of the Government
of India have paid off well.”

India’s total exports in-
creased to $69.2 billion in
August 2025, up 9.3% over
its level in August last year.
Within this, merchandise
exports increased to $35.1
billion in August 2025,
compared with $32.9 bil-

compared with $85 billion
in August last year, a con-
traction of 7%. This was
driven by a 10.1% contrac-
tion in merchandise im-
ports to $61.6 billion.
Services imports in-
creased marginally to
$17.45 billion in August
2025 from $16.5 billion in
August last year. The rela-
tively strong export perfor-
mance has meant that the
trade deficit in April-Au-
gust of this financial year
stood at $41.4 billion, down
20.1% over its level in the
April-August 2024 period.

WWW.0cCscorner.in

O 8260224080



Aadhaar is part of
statute, can be used
by voters, says SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said Aadhaar was
part of the right-to-vote sta-
tute, and voters were per-
mitted to utilise the unique
identity proof to the extent
permitted by the law.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi was responding to sub-
missions intended to
portray Aadhaar as inferior
to the 11 documents listed
by the Election Commis-
sion for voter verification
during the special inten-

sive revision of Bihar elec-
toral rolls.

Section 23(4) of the
Representation of
the People Act allows
use of Aadhaar to
authenticate entries

then what Aadhaar was
meant to prove. Mr. Upad-
hyay said it was merely a
“simple” proof of identity.

Referring to Section 23
(4) of the Representation of
the People Act, 1950, Jus-
tice Bagchi asked if Aad-
haar was not part of the
statute which governed the
EC with regard to the right
to vote and inclusion on
the rolls.

Odisha Civil Service Examination
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This has come barely a
week after the court de-
clared Aadhaar as the “12th
document” aggrieved vo-
ters could attach in their
claims and objections for
including or excluding
names on the voter list.

Plea against order
Petitioner-advocate Ashwi-
ni Kumar Upadhyay, who
wants the court to rethink
its August 8 order listing
Aadhaar as the 12th docu-
ment, said any person
could get an Aadhaar, and
that they need not necessa-
rily be a citizen.

“Aadhaar is not proof of
age, citizenship, residence,
or domicile,” Mr. Upad-
hyay said.

Justice Bagchi asked

A
(J

LEA%. A LFRALFE

The Section permits EC
officials to use Aadhaar to
authenticate entries on the
electoral rolls.

To this, Mr. Upadhyay
argued that Aadhaar could
not be equated with any of
the other 11 documents.
“So, are you saying that a
land record (one of the 11
documents) is more rele-
vant than Aadhaar?” Jus-
tice Bagchi queried.

The court issued notice
on Mr. Upadhyay’s plea,
and fixed October 7 to hear
arguments on the legality
of the special intensive re-
vision. It said its judgment
would prevail over anyth-
ing that may happen.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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India gets licence to
scour Indian Ocean
for precious metals

Jacob Koshy

COPENHAGEN

India has bagged an explo-
ration contract from the In-
ternational Seabed Author-
ity (ISA) to look for a class
of precious metals in the
northwest Indian Ocean.

This is the first licence
granted globally for explor-
ing polymetallic sulphur
nodules in the Carlsberg
Ridge, M. Ravichandran,
Secretary, Ministry of
Earth Sciences, told The
Hindu.

The agreement with the
Jamaica-based ISA was
signed in Delhi on Monday,
he added.

These nodules are con-
centrations of rock found
in the deep ocean and said
to be rich in manganese,
cobalt, nickel, and copper.

The Carlsberg Ridge is a

I Ta W ATETE T - A g Iy

obtain permission from
the ISA. Currently, 19 coun-
tries have such exploration
rights.

India too had applied in
January 2024 for explora-
tion rights in two regions
of the Indian Ocean. While
one in the Carlsberg Ridge
has been granted, the se-
cond - the Afanasy-Nikitin
Sea (ANS) mount - is yet to
be approved. The ANS is
located in the Central In-
dian Ocean, and the terri-
tory has been claimed by
Sri Lanka for exploration
rights. While countries can
claim up to 350 nautical
miles from their coasts as
their ‘continental shelf”,
those in the Bay of Bengal
can, in theory, claim up to
500 nautical miles as per
the United Nations Con-
vention on the Laws of the
Sea (UNCLOS).

The Carlsberg Ridge is a
3,00,000-sq.km  stretch
that lies in the Indian
Ocean, specifically in the
Arabian Sea and northwest
Indian Ocean. It forms the

_ boundary between the In-

dian and Arabian tectonic
plates, extending from
near Rodrigues Island to
the Owen fracture zone.
For exploration in areas
part of the ‘high seas’ or
part of the ocean that is so
far away from any country,
that it is not part of their
territories, countries must

A

Sea (UNCLOS).

Earlier exploration
Previously, India had ob-
tained such exploratory
rights from the ISA in the
Central Indian Ocean Ba-
sin. The first was signed in
March 2002 and is set to
expire on March 24, 2027,
after two extensions. The
second was for polymetal-
lic sulphides in the Indian
Ocean Ridge. It was signed
on September 26, 2016,
with validity till September
2031.
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SC on anticipatory bail in caste crime

Supreme Court cancels anticipatory bail granted to a caste crime accused, upholding Section 18 of the SC/ST Act; the ruling reinforces protection for Dalit victims,

bars pre-trial relief, and warns courts against conducting a ‘mini-trial’ at the bail stage

LETTER & SPIRIT
Vikram Karuna

The story so far:
n September 1, the Supreme
Court quashed a Bombay High
Court order that had granted
anticipatory bail to an accused
of caste crimes. In the case of Kiran vs
Rajkumar Jivaraj Jain, a Bench led by
Chief Justice of India B. R. Gavai held that
Section 18 of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, creates a specific bar
against anticipatory bail for crimes made
out prima facie. This case involves
caste-based assault, abuse, and
intimidation linked to an electoral
dispute.

Facts of the case

In this case, on November 26, 2024, a
First Information Report (FIR) was filed
by Kiran, a member of the Scheduled
caste community, alleging that Rajkumar

Iain and athare had attankad him and hie

Odisha Civil Service Examination
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Key observations
The Bench clarified that insults and
assaults that occur outside the
complainant’s house, in a manner visible
to others, count as acts “within public
view,” a statutory requirement under
Section 3(1)(r). It further noted that the
attack was triggered by the complainant’s
voting choice, which attracted Section
3(1)(o) of the Act that criminalises
coercion or retaliation in voting against
SC/ST members. Independent witness
accounts, recovery of weapons, and
medical evidence strengthened the
prosecution’s case, making the High
Court’s dismissal of the FIR untenable.
The court also cautioned High Courts
against overstepping into evidence
appreciation at the pre-arrest bail stage.
Ultimately, the Supreme Court
cancelled the anticipatory bail, calling the
High Court’s order a “manifest error and
jurisdictional illegality.”

The way forward
The ruling reinforces that the SC/ST Act is
not a procedural formality but a

crthetantiva chiald tn cafamiard tha diemite

THE GIST

v

The court cancels anticipatory
bail in Kiran vs Rajkumar
Jivaraj Jain, reaffirming that
Section 18 of the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989 bars anticipatory bail for
offences like caste-based
assault, abuse, intimidation,
and electoral retaliation.

v

The judgment emphasises that
courts must respect the bar on
anticipatory bail, avoid
mini-trials at the pre-arrest
stage, and apply the prima
facie test, reinforcing
protection of vulnerable SC/ST
communities and
accountability for caste crimes.

9 [ 8260224080



What is ‘involution’ that is
plaguing Chinese EV sector?

How is China tackling involution and price wars in its electric vehicle sector?

Kunal Shankar

The story so far:

or somne years now, the Chinese
economy has faced what has
locally come to be called
néijudn, or an involution. Itis a
process in which rivals in certain sectors
indulge in price wars, attempting to
capture market share and clear out
oversupply of goods. However, these
price wars are counterproductive, as they
reach thresholds where the retail price of
the product is so low that even the
production costs cannot be realised,
pushing firms into losses. This has been
most apparent lately in China’s electric
vehicle sector, so much so that China’s
President Xi Jinping has prescribed
corrective measures in a recent article in
Qiushi. This phenomenon is not new in
China; a similar trend has been witnessed
in the solar industry as well.

Where does the phrase “involution”
originate from?
[nvolution is derived from the Latin

phrase involiation-em, meaning ‘to turn
inwards.” According to the Oxford English
Dictionary, the earliest known use of the
noun “involution™ dates back to 1611, in
the writings of lexicographer Randle
Cotgrave. But the dictionary lists nine
meanings for the noun, ranging from its
usage in literature to mathematics and
pathology. The term appears to have been
popularised by American anthropologist
Clifford Geertz in the 1960s. Geertz used
“involution” in his 1969 book Agricultural
Involution: The Processes of Ecological
Change in Indonesia to describe a
dynamic in Java's wet-rice (sawah)
economy, where ever more labour and
intricacy were packed into the same
agro-ecological system, raising output per
acre somewhat but not per person— so
incomes stagnated even as effort and
social complexity increased, according to
a blurb of his book in the University of
California Press website.

Have EU and U.S. tariffs exacerbated
involution in the Chinese EV sector?
Yes, they have. The U.S. Section 301 tariffs

on Chinese EVs, set at 100% (from 2024),
along with higher duties on EV batteries
and parts, effectively mean a trade
embargo on Chinese EVs by the United
States. Since October 30, 2024, the EU
has imposed “countervailing duties” on
Chinese EVs (e.g., BYD 17.0%, Geely
18.8%, SAIC -35%), on top of the standard
10% import duty. This is to ostensibly
counter the “subsidies” provided by
China to its EV sector. But, Europe’s auto
sector is at an inflection point with
plummeting sales in its iconic brands as
Europeans begin to buy the
technologically superior Chinese EVs at
highly competitive prices. The
countervailing duties are a desperate
attempt to save Europe’s once
export-heavy auto industry. The
commission has also entertained talks on
minimum price undertakings in 2025.

Turkiye added a 40% extra tariff on
Chinese vehicles in 2024, and Mexico has
moved toward a 50% tariff to head off
U.S.-bound transshipment.

As aresult, Chinese Original
Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) .
intensified competition at home, fuelling JINEr.IN
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WPI inflation in Aug. at
four-month high of 0.52%

I'ress Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Wholesale price inflation
rose to a four-month high
of 0.52% in August as pric-
es of food articles and ma-
nufactured items inched
up, even as fuel and power

basket witnessed easing.
Reversing the deflation-
ary trend of the past two
months, (-) 0.58 in July and
{-) 0.19% in June, the WPI-
based inflation rose to its
highest level since April,
when it was 0.85%. It was
1.25% in August last year.
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Sixth tranche of auction for critical,
strategic minerals to Kick off today

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

The sixth tranche of auc-
tion for critical and strateg-
ic minerals will be unveiled
on Tuesday, the Ministry of
Mines said on Monday.
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The latest round would
feature  four mineral
blocks, where full-fledged
mining operations can be
undertaken alongside 19
blocks with a prospecting
licence-cum-mining lease,
and can thereafter com-

WWW.0cCscorner.in

mence mining. Stationed
across “multiple States”,
the mines housed several
minerals including rare-
earths, tungsten, lithium,
cobalt, gallium, potash,
among others, the Ministry
informed.
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‘Al-led efficiencies
can contribute to 8%
GDP growth target’

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Artificial Intelligence-led
efficiencies in industries
could be key in contribut-
ing to an annual Gross
Domestic Product (GDP)
growth rate of 8% in the
coming years, NITI Aayog
said in a report on Monday.

“Accelerating Al adop-
tion across industries to
improve productivity and
efficiency could bridge 30-
35% of the gap between the
current rate of growth and
the 8% target,” the public
policy think tank said in
the report.

Individual industries
must leverage Al to intro-
duce efficiencies; candi-
dates that are primed for
this include pharmaceuti-
cals, manufacturing, auto-
mobiles and financial ser-
vices, it said.

“Al has reduced the cost
of producing the next mo-
lecule [for the pharma-
ceutical industry] by ap-
proximately 10 times and
crashed the time that it
takes — roughly 10 years —

by roughly 50%,” Koshir
Daka, a senior partner at

Skilling workers
whose roles are

threatened by Al is
kev, NITI Aavog said

in the report

McKinsey said at the report
unveiling, adding that this
could give India an open-
ing to invent a clutch of
drugs at a global stage in
the near future.

The unveiling is among
a series of events building
up to February 2026%s Al
Impact Summit, to be host-
ed by India.

“The impact that Al can
have, not just on Indias
economy but the global
economy, is so profound
and so significant that we
need to take the leadership
position in this area,” IT Se-
cretary S. Krishnan said.

Skilling workers whose
roles are threatened by Al
is key, the report said, re-
commending “mapping
job shifts annually, embed-
ding lifelong learning into
career pathways, scaling
MSME digital upskilling,

and protecting gig and 20

platform workers.”
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Tribals in Odisha tiger reserve
allege ‘fraudulent’ relocation

The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change has ordered a probe into
allegations that the Odisha Forest Department
fraudulently obtained villagers’ consent for
relocation from the core areas of Similipal Tiger
Reserve. The probe was initiated after
representations by residents of Bakua village in
Mayurbhanj district alleging that the tiger reserve
authorities used unlawful means to obtain
clearance and relocation of villages. Opposing the
relocation, Bakua villagers demanded that the
Centre deny clearance for diversion of the land
where they would be relocated.

Air pollution impacting
Red Fort walls, finds study

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A ‘black crust’ is forming
on the walls of the Red Fort
due to high levels of air pol-
lution, a recent study has
found.

The study, conducted as
part of an Indo-Italian pro-
ject, analysed the red sand-
stone used in the structure
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and samples of black crust.

The crust contains hea-
vy metals, such as titani-
um, nickel, copper, zinc,
barium, and lead, which
the researchers behind the
study have linked to “at-
mospheric deposition due
to air pollution” from con-
struction activities, road
dust, and emissions from
cement factories.
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